
Wine Country News 
By Dan Davidson 

S everal years ago I met Charles Sullivan at a wine 
tasting and learned of his plans to release a history 
book on the Napa Valley. Littledidlknowatthattime 

that this would possibly be the best source of information 

for those of us who have the privilege 
and pleasure of conducting wine tours 
in the Napa Valley. 

The book, Napa Wine, A History 
From Mission Days to Present was re~ 
leased in November 1994 and I was 
finally able to secure a copy several 
weeks ago. This is not light reading, but 
442 pages of authoritative and compre~ 
hensive history of Napa Valley wine 
making. It is the fascinating story of the 
rise to prominence of what is believed to 
be the greatest wine producing area in 

Meet the Membership 
By Pat Alex 

the western hemisphere. He presents a 
year~by-year report on the development 
of the great vineyards, the wineries and 
the colorful people who made it hap
pen. 

From the Franciscan padres, to the 
pistol-packing pioneers, to the prohibi
tion-era opportunists, to the current 
celebrity winery owners; the insights 
into the ethnicity, the politics and high 
fashion of Napa wine makes exciting 
reading. 

More than 20 tables and maps docu .. 

As we enter the second decade of the SFfGG, it's 
time to reintroduce Ann Meagher. Simply stated, 
Ann was the founder of our Guild. Before 

Ann,several attempts had been made to organize tour guides 

in the Bay area. By 1983, with experi .. 
ence both here and abroad, Ann also 
saw the need for a solidly professional 
organization. She subsequently ap ... 
proached several of the working guides, 
including Gladys Hansen, who at that 
time was in charge of the San Francisco 
Archives at the public library. All the 
guides she proposed her idea to agreed 
that there was a need for a more formal 
association. The founding members of 
the Guild met and talked for six months. 
They esrablished the qualifications for 
membership, structured the rules and 
bylaws for the organization and chose a 
name for the group. With a lot of hard 
work, the San Francisco Tour Guide 
Guild eventually emerged, more or less 
in it's present form. Ann was the cata .. 
lyst for the Guild and deserves tremen .. 
deus credit for it's establishment. 

Guidepost- First Quarter 1995 

Ann Meagher is poised, ataacti ve 
and bright. Her background is varied. 
Born in Bath, New York, in the state's 
Finger Lake region. She attended the 
University of Buffalo, acquired a degree 
in History and Education, then went to 
the Library School at Florida State in 
Tallahassee. She became a children's 
librarian in Arlington, VA during the 
turbulent period of the Martin Luther 
King and Robert Kennedy assassina .. 
tions. These events inspired her to travel 
and work in Europe. Her next step was 
as an elementary librarian at the Inter .. 
national School in Frankfurt, Germany 
in the early 70's, followed by an adven .. 
turous camping trip that ranged from 
London to Katmandu ... in a canvas 
topped British Bedford ttuck whose tent 
top was rolled back during the day. 

Thinking she should settle down, 

ment the details of all vineyatds and 
wineries with owners, productionsuttis
tics, vintage quality, wine styles, gold 
medals and more from 1870 to the 
present. The 22 page index and over 
1 ,000 foomotes will give you answeu to 
any question you may encounter on a 
tour. 

The book is available at two places 
in San Francisco that I am aware of: The 
Wine Appreciation Guild, ISS Con
necticut St. and The Wine Oub, be
tween 5th and 6th Sts. on Haaison. 
Both of these locations, incidentally, 
are excellent resources for wine ~elated 
publications. The WineOubdiscounta 
books as well as wine and the .Wine 
Appreciation Guild has an extensive 
collection of books on the subject. 

she returned to the States. She worked 
her way west in search of that elusive 
home base. Even though San Fmncisco 
was eventually her ultimate choice, she 
could not find a proper job here, so she 
went back to London. There she took a 
job with Encounter Overland, the com
pany she had booked the Kaanandu trip 
with. In 1976, when the company de
cided to open an office in San Francisco 
in order to promote the South Amen- · 
can market, she was the logical choice 
to represent the company. Narurally 
one has to know the territory, so she 
took a three month .. fam., trip on a 
South American safari. 

She worked with Encounterfortwo 
years. She then decided ro go back to . 
school, attending one of the very early 
classes of ITMI in 1978. Despite the 
additional training, there was no Inter
esting employment available, which 
gave her a window of opponunity to 
fulfill another ambition. She became a 
Seniors Escort with the Senior Odzens 
in the Tenderloin. She worked with the 
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