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SFTGG MEMBERS VISIT TWO “GEMS”  

 
    By Ulla Kaprielian 

 
Both of these “gems,” the historic United States Court of Appeals and the new US 
Federal Building, are located on Seventh Street.   
 
One of these “gems” is the new US Federal Building; designed by Thom Mayne of 
Morphosis with assistance of the Smith Group, Inc. for the US General Service 
Administration (GSA). The building opened in spring 2007 after five years of 
construction at a cost of $144 million.  Major tenants are the US Department of Labor, 
Department of Health and Human Services, Social Security Administration, Department 
of Agriculture, Office of Personnel Management, and the Department of Defense. 
 
According to the building contract, 75% of material used had to be recycled products.  
For instance, the concrete consists of 50 percent slag-concrete mix (slag is a waste by-
product of the steel industry).  The floors are ground and polished concrete, easy to care 
for and long lasting.   
 
The18 story building reflects a commitment to sustainable living. The goal is to reduce 
consumption of resources, minimize waste and create a healthy work environment.   
The building is oriented in such a way as to maximize natural airflow for cooling and 
ventilation and takes advantage of natural light for most of the offices thus reducing 
energy consumption.  The Building’s Automated System (BAS) controls lighting, adjusts 
temperatures and opens and closes windows; the computer does it all.  Above the fifth 
floor the windows can even by opened manually!  Carpets, paint and furniture were 
carefully chosen to respect the impact on the environment. The big hole visible on the 
south side of the building is the open space for employees to enjoy.  It is situated so that 
there is little or no wind, panels control temperatures. It is projected that the building will 
use only 33 percent as much energy as conventional office buildings.  However, the 
design did not take into consideration the glare, thus blinds are being installed.  In time 
other adjustments will have to be made; it is still a work in progress.   
 
The main elevators stop only at every third floor.  What a clever way to make people take 
the stairs!  There are, however, a set of handicap accessible elevators which stop on each 
floor. The folded roof, visible from just about anywhere, hides mechanical systems. 
Public facilities include a café, childcare center (75 children, employees get priority 
placement), and conference facilities.  It is hoped that the complex will in time have a 
positive influence on the neighborhood. Even though there is new construction in several 
places, the overall improvement is also a work in progress. 
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Message from the President 
 
This is the time of year that we say thanks to all of the volunteers that help with the 
Guild each year and we would like to thank the following: 

• Pam Dahlen, who answers requests from our SFTGG Phone and Web site, 
who is retiring her position March 2008. 

• Nancy McCormick, who verifies the hours for eligibility for Certification. 
• Chris Cavalier, who picks up our mail at the post office and distributes. 
 

The following 2007 Board Members have serviced the Guild for two years and are 
now retiring from the Board: 

• Andy Hartman, Treasurer 
• Claire Manhart, Programs 
• Cecilia Olkowski, Board Secretary 

 
We have an annual budget in place now thanks to Andy Hartman.  Thank you all 
for a great job, well done.  Your 2007 Board has been a dedicated group and has 
made all these goals possible.  Thanks to you all. 
 
Now available on the SFTGG Web site is: 
1. The “Board Descriptions and Responsibilities” on the website under the 

“members only” section.  
2. The 2005 Study guide is on the website under “members only” section.  Each 
section can be downloaded independently from the other sections or you can study 
it right on the website.  And this will be free. 
 
We need a committee to revise the Study Guide for next year.  Contact me if you 
would like to help. 
 
I want to welcome the following new Certified Guides that passed the November 8, 
2007 Certification Test: 

• Jason Cohen 
• Anita Rao 
• Michelle McCurry 
 

We had our first Certification Study Session on October 29, 2007, and we are 
planning more Study Sessions and Certification Test dates for 2008.  
 
I wanted to thank all of you who attended the November General Meeting and for 
your valued input into the By Laws changes.  We will continue to work on the By 
Laws to encompass all members of the SFTGG. 
 
We will have a new Rate Sheet for 2008 and if we had a larger number of Certified 
Guides, then we would have more clout and be able to command a higher wage for 
all of our members.  Take the time now to fill in your verification letters or forms 
and send them in to your employers for processing. 
 
 

Happy Holidays to all. 
 
Barbara White  
President 
 
 
 




