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By Ulla Kaprielian

Both of these “gems,” the historic United States Court of Appeals and the new US
Federal Building, are located on Seventh Street.

One of these “gems” is the new US Federal Building; designed by Thom Mayne of
Morphosis with assistance of the Smith Group, Inc. for the US General Service
Administration (GSA). The building opened in spring 2007 after five years of
construction at a cost of $144 million. Major tenants are the US Department of Labor,
Department of Health and Human Services, Social Security Administration, Department
of Agriculture, Office of Personnel Management, and the Department of Defense.

According to the building contract, 75% of material used had to be recycled products.
For instance, the concrete consists of 50 percent slag-concrete mix (slag is a waste by-
product of the steel industry). The floors are ground and polished concrete, easy to care
for and long lasting.

Thel8 story building reflects a commitment to sustainable living. The goal is to reduce
consumption of resources, minimize waste and create a healthy work environment.

The building is oriented in such a way as to maximize natural airflow for cooling and
ventilation and takes advantage of natural light for most of the offices thus reducing
energy consumption. The Building’s Automated System (BAS) controls lighting, adjusts
temperatures and opens and closes windows; the computer does it all. Above the fifth
floor the windows can even by opened manually! Carpets, paint and furniture were
carefully chosen to respect the impact on the environment. The big hole visible on the
south side of the building is the open space for employees to enjoy. It is situated so that
there is little or no wind, panels control temperatures. It is projected that the building will
use only 33 percent as much energy as conventional office buildings. However, the
design did not take into consideration the glare, thus blinds are being installed. In time
INSIDE other adjustments will have to be made; it is still a work in progress.

The main elevators stop only at every third floor. What a clever way to make people take
the stairs! There are, however, a set of handicap accessible elevators which stop on each

President’s Message floor. The folded roof, visible from just about anywhere, hides mechanical systems.

Page 2 Public facilities include a café, childcare center (75 children, employees get priority
Anza Part |1 placement), and conference facilities. It is hoped that the complex will in time have a

Page 3 positive influence on the neighborhood. Even though there is new construction in several
Just the Facts places, the overall improvement is also a work in progress.

Cont’d page 4
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Message from the President

This is the time of year that we say thanks to all of the volunteers that help with the
Guild each year and we would like to thank the following:
e Pam Dahlen, who answers requests from our SFTGG Phone and Web site,
who is retiring her position March 2008.
e Nancy McCormick, who verifies the hours for eligibility for Certification.
e  Chris Cavalier, who picks up our mail at the post office and distributes.

The following 2007 Board Members have serviced the Guild for two years and are
now retiring from the Board:

e Andy Hartman, Treasurer

e Claire Manhart, Programs

e  Cecilia Olkowski, Board Secretary

We have an annual budget in place now thanks to Andy Hartman. Thank you all
for a great job, well done. Your 2007 Board has been a dedicated group and has
made all these goals possible. Thanks to you all.

Now available on the SFTGG Web site is:

1. The “Board Descriptions and Responsibilities” on the website under the
“members only” section.

2. The 2005 Study guide is on the website under “members only” section. Each

section can be downloaded independently from the other sections or you can study

it right on the website. And this will be free.

We need a committee to revise the Study Guide for next year. Contact me if you
would like to help.

I want to welcome the following new Certified Guides that passed the November 8,
2007 Certification Test:

e Jason Cohen

e Anita Rao

e  Michelle McCurry

We had our first Certification Study Session on October 29, 2007, and we are
planning more Study Sessions and Certification Test dates for 2008.

I wanted to thank all of you who attended the November General Meeting and for
your valued input into the By Laws changes. We will continue to work on the By
Laws to encompass all members of the SFTGG.

We will have a new Rate Sheet for 2008 and if we had a larger number of Certified
Guides, then we would have more clout and be able to command a higher wage for
all of our members. Take the time now to fill in your verification letters or forms

and send them in to your employers for processing.

Happy Holidays to all.

Barbara White
President
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Part Il - WHY WAS ANZA BANISHED?
By Renate Coombs

Before continuing with some of the
remarkable aspects of blazing the
Anza Trail, the general confusion
about his surname should be
addressed. Simply stated, he was
called “Anza,” not “de Anza.” The
latter is an erroneous tradition that
started in the twentieth century when
— sloppy usage began to confuse his
official military title with his actual surname. For a more
detailed explanation go to http://www.nps.gov/juba/

ANZA’S EXPEDITIONS

hen the prospect of having to abandon California

altogether had become very real, Anza volunteered
to fulfill his father’s ambition to forge an overland route
from the Mexican mainland to the California coast. At an
estimated 2,000 miles, the task was daunting by virtue of
distance alone, but the true challenge lay in the 500 miles
of totally unexplored territory somewhere in the middle.
In 1773 Viceroy Bucareli, in the name of King Carlos I11,
granted the Tubac commander permission to undertake
an exploratory expedition.

Within the span of less than five months (January 8 to
May 27, 1774), Anza managed not only to find an
overland route from Sonora to Monterey, but also to
return to Tubac on a shortcut. The speed with which this
journey had been accomplished was remarkable in itself,
but more so in light of the extreme hazards of desert
travel. At least once, an unfortunate choice of route
nearly brought the entire venture to a disastrous end.

Realizing that the size of his expeditionary force was
much too large, Anza saved the day by sending almost all
of his animals (mostly cattle, but also some horses) back
to Yuma territory, entrusting them to Chief Palma’s care
and retrieving them alive and well upon his return. This
risky reorganization paved the way to success. Within a
month, Anza and his men found a way through the
unknown and reached Mission San Gabriel in the Los
Angeles basin. On the way, they had traversed the divide
where the waters flow toward the Pacific instead of the
Sea of Cortez. Anza named the spot The Royal Pass of
San Carlos in honor of the Spanish king. The completion
of the first expedition earned Anza a
promotion to lieutenant colonel.

The following year Anza led a group
of more than 200 would-be settlers
and a thousand head of cattle across
Indian territory and harsh desert to a
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new home in California on a trail that will forever bear his
name. Sadly, within a few years the route became
impassable due to no fault of Anza’s, but because of
Indian hostilities provoked by arrogant settlers. Crossing
some of the Southwest’s most forbidding desert in
unusually severe winter weather with the loss of only one
life and the gain of three infants born en route, the second
Anza expedition was an accomplishment on a monumental
scale.

ANZA’S TEAM

This exceptional achievement was rooted in Anza’s
upright character and leadership. Although at times prickly
and unapproachable, he was able to recognize and employ
the best skills of those around him. Nothing demonstrates
Anza’s intelligence and human qualities better than his
productive interaction with three men of vastly disparate
background and purpose: an adventurous priest and two
Native Americans, one a neophyte, the other the leader of
a mighty nation. Anza’s success is unthinkable without the
substantial contributions by these three extraordinary men.
They were Sebastian Tarabal, a Native American from
Baja California, Father Francisco Toméas Garcés, a white
Spanish-born Franciscan missionary, and, above all, Yuma
Chief Salvador Palma. (Palma’s real name,
Olleyquotequiebe, had been too unwieldy for Spanish
tongues.)

A. Chief Palma

At the time, the Yuma nation (today “Quechan”) was the
dominant power in the region; a wealthy and peaceful
society, its people were engaged in agriculture on the
fertile lands at the junction of the Gila and the Colorado,
the two rivers that separate northern Mexico from southern
California.

Two years before the first Anza expedition, the priest-
explorer Garcés had met the Yuma chief and won his
friendship. Deeply impressed by Father Garcés and his
religion, Chief Palma desired to bring his nation into the
Spanish political and religious sphere. It is to Anza’s
credit that he managed to extend to himself Chief Palma’s
trust and respect for the remarkable Father Garcés and all
things Spanish. After all, theirs was an encounter between
a “civilized” member of the Spanish upper class and a
near-naked New World “savage.” Whatever Anza’s initial
private reservations about Palma might have been, the two
men eventually came to consider each other as equals and
as friends.

Cont’d page 5

THE GUIDEPOST - VOL. 22 —No. 4

Page 3



Cont’d from page 1

While some employees might love the building for being
futuristic, politically correct and green, others will consider
it gray and unappealing.

According to our guide, one half of one percent of
construction cost was to be spent on public art. He
mentioned a three-color neon tube live art display on the
south side of the building, visible while driving in the area
between dusk and midnight. Have you seen it? Inside the
building, there was some kind of art on the basement walls,
I’m afraid it did not make an impression on me.

The size of the new San Francisco Federal Building, an
instant landmark, folded roof and all, is most impressive. |
do appreciate the idea of “sustainable design;” we certainly
need more “green” buildings. However, the inside felt cold
and uninviting to me, nothing but concrete and metal. | am
sure many of you have a different opinion, but this is mine.

The Courthouse, in the

! Beaux Arts style, opened in
' August 1905. Itis
undoubtedly the polished
“gem” of these two
buildings. It not only
survived the 1906
earthquake and fire but
after the 1989 earthquake it
was considered worth the $91 million price tag for
renovation and seismic upgrade. Like City Hall and the
Opera House, it is now equipped with base isolators.

The building was designed as Courthouse and Post Office
by James Knox Taylor, supervising architect for the US
Treasury at the time. Construction took seven years at a
cost of $2.5 million. Less than a year after completion this
steel-frame structure survived the 1906 earthquake;
however, the fire that followed severely damaged the
downstairs Post Office and destroyed the Redwood Room.
Postal workers are credited with preventing further
destruction. Only two days after the disaster the Post Office
could resume service.

The 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake damage was serious
enough to make the building unsafe for the post office as
well as the courts. The architectural firm of Skidmore,
Owings & Merrill was in charge of completely refitting the
building. Modern plumbing, electrical, heating, and
ventilation, as well as computer communications wiring
systems were installed. Since the re-opening in January
1997 the building is as technologically sophisticated as any
new office building while preserving its historic character.
The building now serves as the headquarters of the United

States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit which
includes the nine western states of Alaska, Arizona,
California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon,
Washington as well as the territories of Guam and the
Northern Mariana Islands. The Post Office is no longer in
the building. The area of the original postal sorting rooms
is now the library and staff attorneys’ offices.

After passing through the bronze doors and the security set
up, one enters the Grand Corridor with marble covered
walls and rough-cut marble mosaic tiled ceiling. The
chandeliers are reproductions of the 1905 originals, maybe
not very bright, but elegant.

More marble and Venetian glass mosaics can be seen on the
second floor. e Entering Courtroom

Fourisareal | culture shock. It is one
of two identical rooms of the
1933 wing in the Art Deco style. In
1930 noted local architect George
Kelham was hired to design an
addition to the building since the
Post Office as well as the courts

had outgrown their space. To quote
the brochure avallable at the entrance “The austere, somber
design features massive Art Deco light fixtures in a star and
artichoke pattern, elaborate plaster ceiling ornamentation
with stylized eagles, a Masonic axe, Greek key patterns,
and swastika-like cutouts.” It reminded me of buildings in
Berlin, left from the Nazi era in Germany. Our guide even
made references to the era. The room gave me an uneasy
feeling.

On the third floor one is once again surrounded by the
classic Beaux Arts style. In the Great Hall we find, among
other things, bronze medallions symbolizing San Francisco
and the owl of wisdom. The ceiling is decorated with
molded plaster fruit, vegetables and horns of plenty,
symbolizing nature’s abundance in the western states.
Courtroom One, the largest of the original courtrooms, is
rich in ornamentation. Three wall mosaics depict “Science,
Literature, Arts,” “Philippines, Puerto Rico, Columbia,
Hawaii,” and “Agriculture, California, Mining.” A number
of famous cases were heard here, the appeals of “Tokyo
Rose”, as well as the Japanese Internment hearing, among
others. The murals in Courtroom Three represent the three
faces of justice: Freedom, Majesty and Wisdom. The
Redwood Room is a 1910 reproduction of the original 1905
room (destroyed in 1906). A judge wanted to be
surrounded by material from his home town of Eureka.
The space is completely clad in California redwood,
definitely “over the top” with carved owls, lion heads etc.
The building is open for guided public tours twice a month.
The schedule is available at the entrance on 7" Street.

Pictures by Al Lopez
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From the outset Anza knew the three largest obstacles
facing him were hostile Indians, endless desert and the
Colorado River. In fact, two of these problems were
closely intertwined. Crossing the untamed Colorado
was not only a question of where it was fordable, but
also of what lay on the other side. Even with its
reduced flow in the winter, the river was virtually
impossible to cross anywhere other than at Yuma
Crossing, just upstream from its confluence with the
Gila. But another peril awaited the traveler on the west
bank — the interminable expanse of sand dunes in the
lower Colorado basin.

Father Garcés, who had experienced the sand dunes
first-hand, counseled in favor of crossing the Colorado
much further upstream, but Anza decided to stick with
his initial plan to cross at Yuma Crossing. It remained
for Chief Palma to become the great facilitator. He
showed Anza the only feasible route — first cross the
Gila just upstream from its junction with the Colorado,
then cross the Colorado itself. Even knowing this,
Anza would have been unable to get all his people and
livestock across, had Palma not ordered the building of
rafts. (Overall, Palma’s vital assistance was needed
four times, twice on each of the two expeditions.)

B. Father Garcés

Francisco Tomas Garcés was an experienced
frontiersman, expressly chosen for this quality to
accompany Anza. His natural ability to befriend the
Natives made Father Garcés an exceptional individual,
particularly for his time. But this talent was not his
only contribution to the Anza expeditions. A tireless
explorer, like Father Kino 70 years before him, Garcés
had made an invaluable observation — he reported
having seen a gap in the blue mountain ranges that
separate the Colorado Desert from southern California.
Anza had been prepared to act on this observation,
even before live evidence of such a pass surfaced in the
form of Baja native Sebastian Tarabal.

C. Tarabal

Born and raised at Mission Santa Gertrudis in Baja,
Tarabal had ended up at Mission San Gabriel in what is
now Greater Los Angeles. While officially called
“people of reason,” baptized Indians like Tarabal were
practically enslaved in that they were never allowed to
leave the mission precinct for any length of time.
Homesick for Baja, Tarabal, his wife and a third person
had escaped from San Gabriel. Tarabal was pretty
savvy about travel in the desert, but being on the lam
might have caused him to make some bad decisions.
His two companions perished. He alone survived and
was rescued by the Yumas. Chief Palma recognized
Tarabal as a fugitive and, as a token of his friendly

attitude towards the Spanish, brought him personally to
the nearest mission. When Anza learned of Tarabal’s
story, he took him into his service. If nothing else,
Tarabal’s misadventure proved that it was possible to get
from San Gabriel to Sonora — and live to tell the story.

Tarabal’s potential as a guide was undeniable,
particularly in tandem with the knowledgeable Father
Garcés. And indeed, in the end Tarabal found the canyon
that he knew would lead them to San Gabriel whence he
had come not so long ago. The crucial route out of the
Imperial Desert towards the Santa Ana River and the San
Gabriel Valley beyond leads up Coyote Creek Canyon in
present-day Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. With the
Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains to the east and the
San Ysidro Mountains to the west, it was important to
stay west of Coyote Mountain with a large, irregular-
shaped, lighter-colored area on its most exposed side —
expedition members liked to think of the strange
formation as the image of an angel.

After the success of the first expedition, Father Garcés
was considered too valuable to drudge along on the
second one. Instead he was sent to explore the Colorado
upstream. Attaching himself as guide and interpreter to
Father Garcés, Tarabal found a way to avoid returning to
boring mission life. The two accompanied Anza as far as
the Colorado, but then struck out towards the Grand
Canyon and their historical encounter with the
Havasupai.

D. Father Font

A fourth individual with an important skill was Father
Pedro Font, the official chaplain for the second Anza
expedition. While being a definite asset, Father Font was
not as crucial to the success of the journey as the other
three individuals discussed above. Font had been named
expedition chaplain because of his ability to determine
latitudes. At the time, latitude was the only reliable
measurement that could be made to ascertain one’s
geographic position. Accurate chronometers, essential for
longitude measurements, were just being invented (in
England) and, to the extent that they were available at all,
extremely expensive.

Father Font, far more intellectual and academic than
Father Garcés, was not a natural match for Anza, but for
all his prissiness and distaste for the Indians, his two
diaries (one short and official, the other private and long
in detail about personal dislikes, prejudices and
intolerance) became the most eye-opening record of the
expedition and society in the colonies. Undoubtedly, he
would be mortified to know that local history remembers
him best because of a simple mistake. Although officially
named Mission San Francisco de Asis, the mission
Cont’d page 6
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founded as the culmination of the Anza expeditions is
popularly known as Mission Dolores due to its location
near beautiful Dolores Creek. The creek was so named by
Father Font on March 29, 1776 because he mistakenly
believed that it was Good Friday (Viernes de Dolores),
when in fact it fell on April 5 that year.

FOUNDING OF SAN FRANCISCO

Not everybody involved in the historic Anza expeditions
made a constructive contribution. Particularly one man

tried his best to . prevent
Anza from completing
the execution of his royal
orders. Fernando Riveray
Moncada had first come to
Alta California with the
Portola Expedition and had
been appointed commander

of the presidio at Monterey
in 1774, shortly after Anza’s first visit there. By the time
Anza returned with his group of settlers in March 1776,
Rivera was in San Diego where the mission had become
the scene of an Indian uprising. As the highest-ranking
officer in Alta California, Rivera was responsible for
suppressing the revolt. His heavy-handedness did not
help. Already in conflict with Father Junipero Serra and
the friars in Carmel, he got himself excommunicated by
the Franciscans for forcibly removing one of the San
Diego rebels from the sanctuary of a temporary church
building.

For reasons of his own, Rivera strongly opposed the
settlement of San Francisco. While waiting for Rivera’s
permission to take the settlers to their final destination,
Anza undertook a thorough exploration of the Bay Area.
His small party included Father Font and Lieutenant
Joaquin Moraga. Back in Monterey a month later, Anza
could not afford to wait any longer. He had orders to
report in person to the Viceroy in Mexico City. Thus, the
completion of the mission fell to Moraga whom Anza left
in charge of the colonists.

Moraga must have been a man after Anza’s mold. After
waiting in vain for another two months, he eventually
went around Rivera’s command. On June 17, 1776, he set
into motion the final steps to bring Anza’s epic
undertaking to a close. While life denied Anza the
satisfaction of being present at the actual founding, San
Francisco did arise on the spot selected by him.

ANZA’S LEGACY

Upon Anza’s return from Monterey, Bucareli appointed
him governor of New Mexico, a position he held with great
distinction for the next ten years. In what probably

was Anza’s biggest frustration, in 1781 the Yuma rose
against the Spaniards. Five years earlier, Chief Palma had
accompanied Anza to Mexico City where he was officially
baptized and given vice regal promises to send Spanish
settlers to Yuma territory. These promises were not fulfilled
for several years.

When the “Yuma settlers” finally arrived, they were not of
the caliber of Anza and the men under his command. They
mistreated the Indians causing them to take matters in their
own hands. In the resulting slaughter, many Spaniards died
including Father Garcés. The Yumas closed the overland
route for good. Unfairly blamed for the revolt, Anza briefly
lost his post in New Mexico, but was soon restored to
office. In 1787, after requesting a transfer to a healthier
climate, Anza returned to Sonora. In 1788, he was once
more appointed commander of the Presidio of Tubac, but
died that same year.

Anza was buried in the Church of Nuestra Sefiora de la
Asuncion in nearby Arizpe. In 1963 he was disinterred and
reburied in a marble mausoleum with the participation of
delegations from the University of California and the City
of San Francisco.

Anza’s memory is honored in the names of a State Park and
a town in Southern California as well as streets, schools and
a college in the Bay Area. The City —

of Riverside commissioned a
sculpture that now stands in
Newman Park. Designed by San
Francisco artist Dorr Bothwell
(1902-2000) and sculpted by Sherry
Peticolas, it features a backdrop
wall relief narrative of Anza’s 1775
and 1776 expeditions.

In what is to date the highest tribute to Anza’s achievement,
the National Park Service dedicated in 1999 the Juan
Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail complete with
educational programs and an auto tour route. The trail
superintendent’s office is located at NPS Pacific West
Regional Office in Oakland.

Cont’d page 7
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In August 1967, the State of
Sonora of the Republic of Mexico
presented San Francisco with a
bronze equestrian statue of Anza
created by renowned Mexican
sculptor Julian Martinez “as a high
tribute to an illustrious historical
figure born in Sonora, founder of
the City of San Francisco.” In
1976, a second gift arrived, this
one from Spain in honor of the
Bicentennial of the City. Created
by Federico Collau, the sculpture is
a likeness of King Carlos 111 of
Spain under whose direction Anza had brought the
settlers to San Francisco.

Initially placed in front of the Civic Auditorium in
Civic Center, the Anza statue was eventually moved
into storage citing its weight as unsafe with Brooks
Hall underneath. King Carlos 111 went along. Several
years later, at popular request, the two statues were
restored to public view, this time at the foot of Market
Street. (This is where | saw them for the first time in
1997 during Craig Smith’s first “Sculptures &
Fountains” tour for SFTGG.)

The changes brought about by the Loma Prieta
earthquake and the restoration of the Ferry Building
and the plaza in front of it caused the two statues to be
placed in storage again. This time, their resurrection
was not so easy. A plan to place them on the median of
Dolores Street in front of the Mission, clearly a logical
and fitting location, unleashed a political firestorm.
One supervisor in particular set himself up as the
ultimate arbiter of political correctness. Europeans as a
whole and Spaniards in particular were to be
condemned forever as “Indian killers.” Of course, gross
generalizations are a politician’s stock in trade and the
offense they cause with a large segment of the
population is ignored so long as it is not a majority of
one’s own constituency.

Renewed efforts by members of the Hispanic
community and the public at large, joined by the San
Francisco Arts Commission, eventually caused Mayor
Newsom to direct the re-installation of the two statues
in public view. Anza landed at the end of Sunset
Boulevard leading up to Lake Merced; Carlos 1l came
to rest in Harding Park nearby. While these locations
may not be without historical significance, they
certainly lack visibility.

Thus, the question remains: What is San Francisco
ashamed of? Judging history with 20/20 hindsight is not a
pursuit for intelligent or thoughtful citizens. Moreover, in
this case, the condemnation of a historical figure reflects
particularly poorly on the condemners. If anybody were
to look for an enlightened role model on how to treat and
respect Native Americans in California, he would
certainly come up with Anza. Born in the New World of
Old World ancestry and education, he was intelligent and
morally upright enough to respect “savages” like Tarabal
and Chief Palma. It takes truly ignorant or politically
ambitious persons to denigrate his character.

Why was Anza banished? Because ....

Source: “The Anza Trail & the Settling of California”
by Vladimir Guerrrero

Bappy BHolidays

and a Bealthy & Successiul
Petw Pear

Ulla Kaprielian, Renate Coombs,
Jason Cohen

Be sure to look on the website for:
ROSIE THE RIVETER/PORT CHICAGO
Renate Coomb’s account of this explosive story.
If you don’t have access to a computer,
contact Renate for a hard copy.
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SFTGG PROGRAMS

Dec. 11 Holiday Party at the Bay View Boat Club
6 pm—-11pm
Jan. 8 CPR Course,
Contact Sunny La Gardo for details at 510-534-2294
Jan. 22 Dine Around Evening
5:30-9:30 pm Contact Barbara White for details at friscofran@rcn.com or 415-821-6322

$37 includes three course dinner, soft drink, and gratuity

February Wine Country, details are not yet finalized
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For detailed information and registration, check our website at www.sftgg.org/programs.

If you don’t have access to a computer, call:
Madelon van Lier at 415-485-1355 (madelonvanlier@aol.com)
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PO Box 170610
San Francisco, CA
94117-0610
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