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WHY WAS ANZA BANISHED?

By Renate Coombs

Capitan Juan Bautista de Anza, widely acknowledged as the true founder of the
City of San Francisco, has been exiled to a parking lot near Lake Merced — or at
least his statue has. Judged by historians as one of the most intelligent and able men
ever to serve Spain in the New World, in San Francisco he has nevertheless been
relegated to an obscure spot where he is unlikely to be seen by more than a handful
of the locals or by any of the millions of annual visitors. Why would a city like San
Francisco that likes to think of itself as sophisticated, cosmopolitan and a paragon
of diversity decide to heap so much official scorn on a historical figure of his
magnitude?

Born in 1736 in Fronteras, Sonora, Mexico, Anza was a white criollo (an
American-born Spaniard) of Basque ancestry, destined to become a soldier. Both
his father and his grandfather had served as military commanders in New Spain.
When he was barely three years old, he lost his father who was killed in a campaign
against the Apaches. At age 16, he volunteered for military service. Within half a
dozen years he rose to the rank of captain and was appointed commander of the
presidio at Tubac, just south of present-day Tucson. (Established in 1752, the
Tubac garrison had become a necessity to protect early settlers in the vicinity of
Mission San Xavier del Bac founded more than fifty years earlier by Jesuit
missionary Father Eusebio Francisco Kino.)

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

By the time Anza was in his mid-thirties, the Spaniards had been holding sway over
Mexico and large parts of South America for nearly 250 years and had appropriated
the Northern Pacific as their own galleon trade route for almost as long. Hernan
Cortéz had defeated the last rebellious Aztecs in 1521, the same year in which
Fernando de Magallanes discovered the passage later named after him. The Manila
galleons had begun regular round trips from Acapulco to Manila in 1565, after
Andrés de Urdaneta had demonstrated that there was a relatively safe way back to
Acapulco via a very northerly route avoiding typhoons and taking advantage of
favorable winds.
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Message from the President

At the end of our ninth month as your Board we have accomplished a few
goals for you.

We are attempting to put everything of information and value to you on the
website.

e The “Board Descriptions and Responsibilities” are now on the
website in the “members only” section. You may read just what we
do and what is expected of a Board member. It is very simple. We
want you to take a look at these descriptions and responsibilities
and think about volunteering for the Board. It is a great way to
contribute and give back to your Guild.

e We are in the process of putting the most recent Studyguide on the
website so that it will be available to everyone everywhere. We
will also be looking for volunteers to update this Studyguide in the
coming year. Each section can be downloaded independently from
the other sections or you can study it right on the website. And this
will be free.

e We are now three months away from our November 13" General
Meeting where we will be looking for four new Board members.
This is a way of seeing the inner workings of the Guild and makes a
difference to the organization. Take a moment and go to the
website and read the Board Descriptions and Responsibilities.

e One of our goals is to increase the number of Certified guides in the
Guild. We currently have 75 Certified Guides. Several of these
Certified guides are no longer actively conducting tours. We will
have a new Rate Sheet for 2008.

e If we had a larger number of Certified Guides, we would have
more clout and be able to command a higher wage for all of our
members.

e Take the time now to fill in your verification forms and take them

in to your employers for processing.

Barbara White
Board President
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