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Discovering Treasures of the South Bay

By Mary Johnson

On April 19, 2006, a few lucky SFTGG members met to explore two South Bay
museums. Our first stop was the Triton Museum of Art (www.tritonmuseum.org) at
1505 Warburton Avenue in Santa Clara. This is a community museum, not
necessarily a “destination” venue. The magnificent light-filled rotunda looks out to
a grove of redwoods and sculptures and is used for parties, corporate events and
weddings. The museum hosts a Blues Festival in summer. The Triton’s first
permanent exhibit is a selection from the Austen D. Warburton Native American
Collection, showcasing artifacts from California and Southwest tribes. The
museum’s main mission is to collect and exhibit the art of California, mainly
contemporary, as well as a Native American works. We enjoyed the “New Works
by California Artists” exhibit.

Stan Welsh’s work focused on the masks we wear to conceal our real identity.
Korean born artist, Yoan Lee Paik, presented large cloth panels with Buddhist and
Christian themes emanating through celestial themes, while Carlos Villa, a Filipino
artist, tried to convey the vision of his culture by creating feathered coats which he
uses in performances. Villa teaches Filipino heritage at the San Francisco Art
Institute and USF.

After leaving the gallery, we walked through the park to an exquisite Italianate
Revival house, built by Jamison Brown in 1866. Jack London wrote the “Call of
the Wild” on the veranda of a house once located near the Santa Clara Carmelite
Monastery. Both houses were moved to this site and reconstructed to seamlessly
form one building. This jewel, in prime condition, is used for small events and
weddings. In fact, our guide had recently been married here. A pink Victorian
house on nearby Market Street, we were told, was known as the “Merry Widow’s
House” or “La Veuve Joyeuse” in other words, a brothel.

After we stopped for lunch we were off to the Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum and
Planetarium on 1342 Naglee Avenue in San Jose (www.egyptianmuseum.org). It
was founded in 1928 by H. Spencer Lewis. From an expedition to Egypt, he
brought back enough artifacts to start this museum. It is now owned by the
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Message from the President

It has been great to see so many of you working this summer. | feel
very proud to work with fellow SFTGG members doing tours,
hospitality, and transportation representing our profession and
making sure visitors are well cared for in San Francisco. | want to
thank Joan Wollenberger and Claire Manhart for providing some
great Educational Programs and Jean Feilmoser and Jay Archibald
for contributing their time and expertise for two wonderful programs.
Thank you to our members who have supported and gained useful
information from these trips.

NOMINATION ALERT: I know it is August and November seems
very far away but it is not too early to think about becoming a
SFTGG Board member. This is an unusual year for our Board
election. We need to replace more people than usual because a
member from 2004 was not replaced in 2005 giving us one more
position to fill for 2007. The Board Members who will remain on for
2007 are Cecilia Olkowski, Claire Manhart and Andrew Hartman.
This means that we will need six new Board Members. At least two
of them need to be Certified Guides.

This is a BIG order and will need talented and enthusiastic members
to step up to the opportunity to contribute to our Guild. Please
consider this opportunity for yourself or if you know someone who
would be a good nominee, please encourage them to become a Board
Member. This is a great opportunity to influence this organization
and have your ideas become a reality and have fun with fellow
guides. If you have any questions or want more information about
becoming a Board member, please call or email me.

We hope to have a great Holiday Party this year. If you have any
ideas about locations or activities for the Holiday Party, please
contact Cecilia Olkowski.

I hope you all enjoy the rest of your summer. We will announce the
date of the November General Meeting after our September Board
Meeting.

Mary McCloy
mmccloy@earthlink.net
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FARMS IN MARIN?
By Ellen Josephy

So you and your group have crossed the Golden Gate.
You have told your guests about the GGNRA, Mt.
Tam, Sausalito, and Muir Woods. What else is there
to say while your coach carries you through Marin?
Our tour clients (and some of us, too) may be
surprised to learn what goes on in the more remote
areas of the county, to the north and west of Mt. Tam.

What is remarkable about west Marin is how little has
changed. “Farms in Berkeley” may be a commercial
joke. In fact farms have all but disappeared in most of
the counties touching the San Francisco Bay. But not
in Marin!

Agriculture has been important in Marin since the
gold rush, when the county was the breadbasket of
the Bay Area. Before there were paved roads and
bridges, boats and trains carried Marin products to
San Francisco -- beef and lamb, butter and cheese,
oysters and row crops. More than 150 years later,
these same products are still produced by family
farms in Marin. Agriculture now contributes 48
million dollars annually to the local economy. Crop
farms and dairies and ranches still comprise 50% of
Marin acreage.

How did Marin avoid the urban growth of other
counties? Weren’t Marin farmers subjected to the
same pressures? They were. Threatened by low milk
prices, sprawling suburbs, and rising land prices,
many farms and dairies ceased operation in the last
half of the twentieth century. In 1960 there was a plan
to make Sir Frances Drake Blvd. a six-lane freeway,
and to establish a town of 150,000 on the ridge above
Tomales Bay. At the same time, our National Park
system was forcing the historic dairy farms on Pt.
Reyes to sell their land for the creation of the park.
[Many of those families now lease land back from the
GGNRA.] In 1980 local conservationists, ranchers,
and farmers banded together to create the Marin
Agricultural Land Trust, a nonprofit organization
founded to help preserve the farms and ranches in the
county. MALT helps farmers keep their land by
purchasing the development or easement rights of
their farms, giving the families capital for
improvement and generational transfer while
preventing subdivisions and McMansions from taking
their place.

The agricultural land which provides the open
space, scenic vistas, watershed protection, and
wildlife habitat that are so much a part of Marin’s
character continues to be at risk. To date, 57
family farms -- 38,000 acres -- have been
preserved as agricultural land forever. But 80,000
acres are still vulnerable. MALT is dedicated to
educating the public about the role farms take in
preserving open space and the quality of life.
MALT also works closely with Marin Organic on
safeguarding food quality. You can learn about
MALT and Harvest Day by reading the newsletter
on the website (www.malt.org) and by attending
the farm tours offered regularly.

Sunday, October 8" will be the 11" Annual
Harvest Day Festival. The theme is Family Farms
— Sustainable Agricultural in Marin. It is held in
Nicasio Valley and is a free event, with hayrides,
a pumpkin patch, jumpy rides, and other games
for young children. There will also be:

B Crafts (knitting, leather craft, soap
making, etc.) and educational exhibits

B Local products for sale

B Exhibits from the area’s historical
societies and museums

B Members of farming families who go
back many generations in West Marin.

I am co-managing the event and need 100
volunteers to run the game booths, greet the
arriving families, etc. Here is a great opportunity
to take a ride to the country to donate a day or
half-day to a great non-profit cause. You will
learn more about the community and have fun.
Interested? Can you help? Please email me at
ejosephy@malt.org or leave a message at 707-
781-9106. All efforts will be greatly appreciated.

Look for more articles on the website
and in the next issue of the Guidepost!
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